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Easton Town Planning Board 
 

Burton Hall 1071 State Route 40 Greenwich, NY 12834 
 
April 27, 2021 7:00 PM 
 
Present: Below, Boyce, Brand, English, Stevens, Strope 
Rec. Sec. Skiff 
Absent: Sievers 
Others: Ben English, Steven Bott, Lesley Bott, Andy Wiley 
 
Resolution Summary 
3210 Accept meeting minutes March 23, 2021 
3211 Accept application of English lot line adjustment 
3212 Classify English application as Type 1 SEQR 
3213 Accept application of Bott lot line adjustment 
3214 Classify Bott application as Type 1 SEQR 
3215 Send letter to Town Board for Stop Work Order AT&T tower Cty Rt 113 
3216 Motion to adjourn 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:16 pm. The meeting minutes from March 23, 2021 were 
reviewed. There was a change to the third sentence under Poirier to read: “Mrs. Burkly was 
concerned with the location of the driveway along with possible construction of the new 
driveway running onto her property. Mrs. Poirier noted there is adequate space between the new 
proposed driveway and Mrs. Burkly’s lands.” Motion by Strope to accept the minutes with 
changes, 2nd by English, all in favor, carried, resolution 3210.  

English- #01-21 

Ben English was present to discuss a lot line adjustment for tax parcel # 260-1-23.1 located on 
Becker Road. Mr. English would like to move the driveway access for the fields onto parcel 260-
1-25. The application was reviewed. Motion by Brand to accept to review the English application 
for lot line adjustment, 2nd by Below, all in favor (5), abstain (English) carried, resolution 3211.  
The site visit will be completed by Strope and Below. The surveyor is still working on finishing 
the survey. A map will be provided once completed. Motion by Brand to classify as a Type 1 
under SEQR, 2nd by Boyce, all in favor (5), abstain (English), resolution 3212.  

Bott #02-21 

Steve Bott and Lesley Bott were present on behalf of a lot line adjustment to their properties that 
are located along Meeting House Road and Becker Road. The locations included in the lot line 
adjustment are, Steven, whom resides at 359 Meeting House Road (tax parcel 269-2-5.1) and 
currently owns 5.10 acres. Lesley whom resides at 102 Becker Road (tax parcel 269-2-5.2 and 
currently own 5.00 acres, and their mother’s estate, Annabelle Bott, located at 277 Meeting 
House Road (tax parcel 269-2-5) which contains 107.9 acres. Steven and Lesley are looking to 
increase their tax parcel and reduce the tax parcel of Estate of Annabelle Bott. They would each 
obtain approximately 55 +/- acres and the main lot (Estate) would shrink to approximately 5 +/- 
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acres. Motion by Strope to accept the application to review, 2nd by Brand, all in favor, carried, 
resolution 3213. Motion by Boyce to classify as Type 1 under SEQR, 2nd by English, all in favor, 
carried, resolution 3214. Site visit to be completed by Stevens and Boyce on Sunday 5/2/2021 at 
10 am.   

OTHER 

Andy Squire was present at the last town board meeting to discuss an addition to the existing 
Verizon Wireless tower located on County Route 113. Jim Merryman was contacted for the 
information regarding the building permit that had been issued. Merryman sent the Planning 
Board (PB) a copy of the letter (see attached copy) and below.  
 
Under Section 6409, the Town retains discretionary zoning review over the construction 
of new towers, but simple collocations and/or equipment upgrades at existing 
telecommunications facilities must be approved. The law provides that: 

  
“a State or local government may not deny, and shall approve, any eligible facilities 
request for a modification of an existing wireless tower or base station that does not 
substantially change the physical dimensions of such tower or base station.” (Emphasis 
added.) 

  
The federal law defines an “Eligible Facilities Request” as “(A) collocation of new 
transmission equipment; (B) removal of transmission equipment; or (C) replacement of 
transmission equipment.” (Emphasis added.) 
  
As you mentioned below, the FCC considers a substantial change to be an increase height 
by more than 20 feet or 10 percent, whichever is greater. 
  
The project involves a 20’ extension to the existing facility. American Tower Corporation, the 
company that manages that facility and completed the extension, confirmed via a post-
construction inspection, that the height, previously 80’ with a 4’ lightning rod, is now 100’. This 
does not exceed 20’, and thus, there is no substantial change. 
  
In regards to the plat note restrictions, the FCC Order interpreting 6409 specifically addresses 
this issue.  Modifications shall be compliant with siting approval conditions; however, “this 
limitation does not apply to any modifications that are non-compliant only in a manner 
that would not exceed the thresholds identified in § 1.40001(b)(7)(i) through (iv).” (i.e. the 
substantial change thresholds). In this case, since the extension does not exceed the substantial 
change thresholds, the plat notes are not controlling. Therefore, the request does constitute an 
eligible facility request and must be approved. 
Motion by English to submit a letter to the Easton Town Board asking for a stop work order to 
be placed until review by the planning board is conducted, 2nd by Brand, all in favor, carried, 
resolution 3215.  

Motion by Strope to adjourn at 8:25, 2nd by Below, all in favor, carried, resolution 3216.  


